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35 |f one man's ox shall strike his fellow’s ox Wwhich dies, they shall sell the living ox and divide sheep. Thas, in addition to the value of the stolen animal,
its money, and the carcass, too, shall they divide. 3 But if it becomes known that it was an ox the thief pays a fine of four times the value of an ox and three
that had gored habitually, from yesterday and before yesterday, but its owner did not guardit, he times that of a sheep. The Sages (Bava Kamma 79b) explain

5 ; the difference between these two species. R’ Yochanan ben
shall surely pay an ox in place of the ox, and the carcass shall be his. Zakkai says that the Torah reduced the payment for a sheep

37 |f a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep or goat, and slaughter it or sell it, he shall pay five cattle because the thief suffered the embarrassment of carrying it

— on his shoulders as he made his escape. If the embarrass-
. ’ ment of even a compassionless thief evokes God's pity, how
in place of the ox, and four sheep in p lace of the sheep. much more so shoul?d we be concerned with the feelings of
innocent people. R’ Meir says that the theft of an ox is more
serious because it causes its owner the loss of productive
labor in his field. This teaches the importance that the Torah
attaches to honest labor (Rashi).
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bays [only] fourfold because he was disgraced by it.
Hrflshem takes the humiliation experienced by the lamb
thief into account, weighing it as a mitigating [actor

Itowards determining the level of punishment needed to
rectify the sin.
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In his sefer, Lev Eliyahu, Rav Elya Lopian discusses

‘the peculiar and seemingly counterintuitive reasoning
i employed on behalf of this thief. Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
‘factoring in the embarrassment experienced by the thief,
when it is clear that the thief, as evidenced by his own

shameless actions, experienced no embarrassment at all.
Actions speak louder than words, and this thief made a
conscious and calculated decision to steal a lamb. He knew
full well that he would be required to transport it through
the streets on his shoulders, yet he was undeterred,

providing us with a reliable indicator that his actions
(didn’t cause so much as a cursory blush to flitter across
his cheeks. And yet, Hashem views his “shame” as reason
to alleviate his penalty. How can we explain this?

)

Rav Elya explains that the-method of accounting

employed by Hakadosh Baruch Hu is very different than
our own. Hashem takes into account the entirety of the
person before meting out punishment, considering both
the person’s physical component, the guf, and the spiritual
component, the neshama. He looks into a person’s soul,
N privy to things no human can observe, and makes an
accounting,

X

In this case, the thief himself may be distanced from
iis own soul, not perceiving its existence, unaware of its
constant presence. Yet Hashem sees—He sees the
paralyzing shame endured by the thief’s soul as he carried

the lamb through the streets. Hashem can feel the

disgrace and degradation it felt. Sensitive to these
feelings and the pain they caused, Hakadosh Baruch Hu
reduces the thief's overall punishment.

"

There is an age-old philosophical question that seeki_f,

to understand a phenomenon we are all witness to on ﬁi
daily basis: the prospering and flourishing of the w1cke-
and the affliction and suffering of the righteous. Th
hasic answer given to explain this enigma is found
Tehillim (92:8): omwn i “yaba wwym apy m3 oyl Mgl
vy, When the wicked spring up as the grass, and wlw;
~ all the sinners do flourish; it is so that they may b€
destroyed forever. ;

Hashem purposefully allows the wicked to experien_c”
meaningless and short-lived prosperity in this world, 8@

any possibility at eternal reward. The opposite is true'-
a tzaddik: his “punishment” in this world is a rewarg
cloaked in the guise of punishment. The suffering
Wencounters allows him to enter the next world withouf
any of the weight of sin, maximizing his eternal portion:
in the only place that matters. i

4Tt is appropriate that all of this be sorted out in thil
world, prior to one’s entrance into the next, because the
precipitator of and culprit in all sin is the guf. Man's
neshama would not-and cannot-do anything wrong on it
own, as it is wholly pure. '

~the situation reconciled through means on this earth.

L

Moreover, what does the physical body consist of
Earth. As the Torah tells us: p 1oy oy nx opby 1 9
e, And Hashem G-d formed man of dust from th
earth (Bereishis 2:7) One’s guf is composed of the dust {
this world. Therefore, when one sins with his guf, it
only appropriate that the punishment be meted out an

ethereal neshama, however, cannot be punished off
rewarded in this world, which is why the noble deeds
tzadikim are only properly recognized in the next worl

.~ Note that, according to this concept, no sin is ever
committed with the consent of the entire person. In other
words, it is impossible for one to ever be fully invested
in a sin. The neshama is always being dragged along
against its will, despite its protests.

Rav Itzeleh Blazer was known to say, “When one sins
with a groan, in Heaven they make sure to record that
it was done with a groan. And when one sins confidently
and without regret, they write that the sin was committed
without a groan. The difference and distance between the)

two in terms of punishment is greater than the difference
and distance between the Heavens and the earth!”

e As we have explained, it is accurate to say that every
sin committed by a Yid is done with a groan, the groan
of the neshama. The neshama is unwillingly dragged
along, kicking and screaming, to every sin,

As Dovid Hamelech writes in Tehillim (38:10): g1
anpy K7 qan nmik mxn 22, Hashem, all my desire is before
You; and my sighing is not hidden from You.

\O\The Yismach Yisroel —written by Rabbi Yerachmiel
Yisroel Yitzchak Dancyger, scion of the Aleksander
Chasidic dynasty, and his brother Shimon Tzvi — explains
that Dovid was saying, “I admit that my fe’'avah, desire,
is against Your will, and You can plainly see that to be

~ the case. But know that anchasi, my groan, my remorseful
~ sigh, is also not hidden from You. You are able to see it

just as clearly as You see my {a’avah. That inner conflict,

the part of me that is crying out in protest, is not lost on
You”.

A related passage in Tehillim (19:10) states: ‘1 ~vgwn
M Ty nox, the judgments of Hashem are true, altogether
Just,

Rav Bunim Mi'Peshischa offers the following insight
into this pasuk: When determining proper judgment,

Hashem takes everything into account yachdav, together,
What does yachdav mean in this context? Rav Bunim
offers a few explanations: First, it is referring to both the

“guf and the neshama. As evidenced by our case of the

thief, Hashem calculates the pain caused to the neshama
by the gufs actions. '

M Second, He also takes into account the pain caused to
the sinner's family, as their pain is a direct result of the
sin. The pain and embarrassment felt by the sinner's
father and mother, by his grandparents and siblings, are"l
all included in Hashem's calculations. Last, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu takes into account His own immense peug_,2
We are all a chelek Eloka mi'maal, Hashem exists within
each one of us; and when we sin, that divine spaﬁ
experiences a deep form of pain and agony. Hashem is E
sqctim of our sin as well.




&

One of the major lessons of this week’s parsha is to
try and emulate Hashem’s way of judging people —to look
beyond the physical, to understand that there is a holy
flickering light inside the sinner, one that is never
extinguished and remains pure no matter the

Akircumstance. We must view others through rose-colored

lenses, to see the spiritual part of them that is pained at

being dragged along, the part that is crying out for help.
And when we ourselves falter, when we become involved
in_something we arent proud of, we shouldn®t be
embarrassed to let out a groan and to let Hashem, and
ourselves, know that we don’t really want to do wrong;
we may have fallen but we will pick ourselves up and-
reach higher than we ever have. Our guf may have won

4 battle but our neshoma will surely win the war,

1 The frotdak- R Ponsor

The Hafetz Haim noted that "righteousness” and “justice” do

nol really go together, in fact, these are two opposing attitudes, npay

means trealing people more kindly than they deserve, whereas vawn

refers Lo the strict letter of the law, What do we mean when we say
thal God loves both npts and vawn?

A3 R SAweb an Qs

mitigate its justice by treati

and finding means to avai

Sarmetimes it is necessary to employ mishpal, strict justice, as when a beis
dirt must sentence a person to death. But, as we know, this did not happen
very often. because beis din, following the derech Hashem, allempls to

(Shrmuel 18:15). His main occupation as & King w
ohis people. The Gemara tells us hal atter finding one party liable (mishpat ),

OWN | )5{:‘4;_{? ! (J;,e_(__!_@_lgarh ) if the litigant
'\.: T )

{ he would pay the judgment o

Similarly, we {

iy Yo% iy uswn,

15 unable Lo de

ng the accused chatitably, vaEm MpTy MUY,

splication of strict |

cribed as @ king who Ny
ness (o his_enlire people

is de

pstered i

o judge disputes among

i of i

As an exampe, 1 a p 1 tenan! cannot pay his wealthy landlord his
monthily rent, strict justice, mishpa, would nevertheless dictate that the
tenant must leave his apartment.. This is in accordance with 7300 X% 571
gy, You shail not give preforence 1o a poor persen in his argument (Shffrrm§
13:3). Howaver, in the interest of (zedakah, after dtfcf?iéng the case in

acecardance with mis
enaugh money Loset
\l Simitarly, HaKadosh Baruch
of Justice, but He prefers to apply tzedakah, whenever it Is possible, over

hp

pat, Dovid HaMelech would provide the poor man with
l& the jucdagment of the court
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Hu, as 03w M7y 3N o0, loves both forms

mishpat alone.
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Now we can begin to understand what Rabbeinu Yonah was PR K3 WRD DYV NIV B TIN3 X
saying about fzarus ayin and fuv ayin, bad eyes and good eyes. MR D700 PRW AR 10 2ipn
What is tzarus ayin? What is a bad eve? The word ¢zar means BOM TH2N ON0D KN 239 NN Tina
parrow, as the Gemara says in Yoma (21a) that no one ever said AMRY WYY PY OB Wpra 733 NN
“tzar li hamaker” in Yerushalavim. No one ever said, “It’s too
tight here; I'm uncomfortable.” The word zzar means narrow,
confined, restricted,
d A person that has fzarus ayin looks at another person
through a crack, through a keyhole. He has a very narrow view
of the other person, a very constricted view. He sees only one
aspect of the other person. But every person has many aspects,
innumerable aspects, and it is impossible to give a person com- g 7 Ny mNn %, 36
pleteness if you do not see the co'mplete person.
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So the Mishnah saysin Avos d'Rabbi Nassan that if you give ) .’_1:7:?: ane @A BTRY P PR .2

another person all the gifts in the world but do it with a sour :
i : . oyREb TWRT WRT NI TIEINW DA "3 YK WK DM A ey
face, it’s as if you did nothing. Do you know why? Because you ﬁg————;’,—xmm Y o

idn't give it to the person. You gave it to 2 need. And the need "Ry WPAY nan o BART m, a1 qRyD Mapyaw qR) N
is not the person. It is simply something that he lacks. The per T, e pre grni B | '
son, the real person, is the composite of all the aspects of the -
person. [f you give him a warm shalom aleichem, if you address
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the essence of the person, that is worth more than all the gifi
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"There is a Chassidic saying: “If only we would love the biggest
{zaddit as much as the Almighty loves the biggest rasha.” What
does this mean? The Almighty loves bad people? Of course not.

It means that the Almighty sees us with an ayin fov, a good eye. |
He sees the whole person. When we see someone as a rasha, )
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the Almighty sees all the aspects of the person, his fine middos,
his kindness, his good qualities. The Almighty does not look at '
people through a crack. He looks at them in their totality.
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194 Growth Through Torah

“IF A PERSON STEALS AN OX OR A SHEEP AND SLAUGHTERS 1T OR
SELLS IT, HE MUST PAY FIVE OXEN FOR AN OX AND FOUR SHEEP
FOR THF SHCEPR." (Shmos 21:37)

Rashi cites the Sages that the reason the thief pays less for a
sheep is because when he steals it he has to carry it on his shoulders
te run away faster. Running with a sheep on one’s shoulders in
public is embarrassing. and this embarrassment is a partizl
punishment in itself,

Rabbi Simcha Zissel of Kelm commented that this is amazing. A
thief is usually not the most sensitive of people. Even if heis a very
woarse person, the slight embarrassment he experiences lightens thes
punishment he receives for his crime. All the more 50, if you suffer
embarrassment _or _humiliation for doing a sood deed that
suffering greatly elevates vour action, and vour reward will be very
great. (Chochmah Umussar, vol.1, pp.289-90) '

Some people are greatly afraid of the disapproval of others. Even
if they are doing something that is very worthwhile and
meritorious, they feel suffering if others say anything mocking. If

someone were 1o offer you a large sum of money il anyone would
insult you, you would react with Joy to that insult, Similarly, when
You are_performing a mirzvah, any insults or putdowns greatly
increases your merit and reward. This awareness will enable you to
react with joy to any difficulties with other people that arise when
you are deing good deeds,
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